Dissociation of prey killing and prey eating by naloxone in the rat.
Mouse killing rats matched for killing latency and prey eating were injected (IP) with 0.5, 2.0, or 5.0 mg/kg naloxone or 0.9% saline. Naloxone did not significantly inhibit prey killing or alter prey killing latency at any dose but did reduce prey eating by 50% at the two higher doses. The dissociation of prey killing and prey eating by naloxone is consistent with other evidence that these two behaviors are separate components of predation in rats.